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Paul Blaschke has more than 35 years’ wide-ranging experience in environmental 
management and applied ecology. He has BSc. (Hons) and PhD degrees in ecology, and field 
experience in many New Zealand regions and Pacific Island nations.  Paul has always been 
involved with broad land and resource management issues, applying scientific knowledge, in 
social and economic contexts, to sustainable land, freshwater and biodiversity management, in 
both rural and urban environments.  He is an experienced project manager and team leader. 
 
In his early career as a scientist with the former Water and Soil Conservation Organisation and 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, Paul worked extensively on land resource 
inventory, erosion and vegetation mapping.  Later he undertook intensive research into hill 
country landscape and vegetation dynamics, and has widely applied this knowledge to policy 
settings and the development of more sustainable farming and forestry systems.   
 
During six years at the Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, Paul 
worked on a wide range of environmental management issues.  He also worked in the 
Department of Conservation on the preparation of the New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy, as 
well as many conservation policy and Treaty of Waitangi settlement issues. 
 
As a consultant Paul worked in a major NZ environmental consultancy firm, before starting his 
independent consultancy in 2002.  He has worked on many land, freshwater management and 
biodiversity  issues, at national, regional and local scales.  He has written  major policy reports 
for the Ministries of Primary Industries and Environment, the Department of Conservation, and 
many regional and territorial councils.  He has also consulted extensively on natural area and 
catchment assessments, environmental impact assessments, ecosystem services, renewable 
energy projects, tourism management, ecological restoration in land, freshwater and coastal 
environments; and a range of other research and review projects.  For the last decade Paul 
has undertaken regular contract lecturing in environmental studies and environmental health at 
Victoria University of Wellington and the University of Otago. 
 
Paul has extensive experience in the application of the NZ Resource Management Act.  He 
has participated in numerous RMA consent, plan change and appeal hearings as an expert 
ecological witness on behalf of applicants, submitters and councils. He is particularly 
experienced in integrating ecological knowledge with that of experts in diverse other areas 
such as landscape evaluation, erosion and sediment control, renewable energy, human health 
effects, and urban design. Paul is certified under the “Making Good Decisions” programme for 
RMA decision makers.  He was a member of the Special Ministerial Tribunal hearing an 
application for a Water Conservation Order on the upper Oreti River, Southland. 
 



 

Paul has a long-standing interest in international development and environmental issues, ever 
since being a Volunteer Service Abroad school-leaver volunteer in Tonga.  He has travelled 
widely in Pacific Island countries.  He has been a Board member of Volunteer Service Abroad, 
a Trustee of International Development and Education Action and an Advisory Trustee of the 
Pacific Development and Conservation Trust (2009-12).  Paul has consulted on flood and 
landslide hazard mapping and erosion management in the Solomon Islands for UNCTD, 
advised on erosion and land management in Fiji, studied and documented Pacific Island 
deforestation, and published an international review of mass movement’s impact on land 
productivity.  He has attended international conferences on environmental, development and 
public health themes in NZ, Australia, Fiji and Japan.  Most recently he was a workshop 
panellist in the Pacific Climate Change conference at Victoria University and co-supervised a 
Masters thesis on community forest conservation in the Peruvian Amazonas.    
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